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INTRODUCTION 

 'to work' hard is better than 'to wish', but 'to wish' is far more better than 'to despair'. 

Still never wish the past changed, it has gone forever. What is done is done and it will never 

be undone. 

 

WISH ABOUT THE PRESENT 

1. "I am poor". 

2. "I am not rich". 

In this case, expressing a wish is for something to be different from what it actually is.  

1. I wish I were not poor. 

2. I wish I were rich. 

1. "I live here".     =>     I wish I did not live here. 

2. "I do not have money".     =>     I wish I had money. 

Form 

wish / if only + subject + verb in the past simple (subjunctive)   [V2] 

 

 

WISH ABOUT THE PAST 

1. "I was lazy". 

2. "I was not hardworking". 

Expressing a wish about the past means you regret something about the past and you wish 

the situation might have been different.  

1. I wish I had not been lazy. 

2. I wish I had been hardworking. 

1. "I made mistakes".     =>     I wish I had not made mistakes. 

2. "I did not do my homework".     =>     I wish I had done my homework. 
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Form 

wish / if only + subject + verb in the past perfect [had+V3] 

 

 

WHAT DO THESE SENTENCES MEAN? 

• If only I slept well. (this means that in reality I don't sleep well) 

• I wish I had revised my lessons. (but in reality I didn't revise my lessons) 

• If only she were younger. (unfortunately she is not young) 

• We wished they hadn't postponed the meeting. (but they did) 

• If he had succeeded, his mother wouldn't have punished him (but actually his mother did 

punish him because he didn't succeed.) 

 

HOW TO EXPRESS A WISH? 

There are two things you have to bear in mind 

1. When the original sentence (reality) is affirmative, you must change it to the negative 

form and vice-versa. 

2. When the original sentence is in the present go back to the past and if it is in the past go to 

past perfect (always one step back) 

Modal verbs 

 

can ==> could 

will ==> would 

may ==> might 

must ==> had to 

 

 

N.B. Never use "will" after "I wish" or "If only". 
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Examples 

Have a look at these three sentences and try to re-write them as indicated. 

1.    "She doesn't speak English".  

I wish _____________________________________________ 

2. "She can't use the phone".  

If only _____________________________________________ 

3. "He didn't attend the meeting".  

He wished _____________________________________________ 

4. "That's true"  

If only _____________________________________________ 

5. "I am not a bird"  

I wish _____________________________________________    

 

Practice 

*/ 2009 national exam (session 1) Human sciences stream:  

1. Saida left school at an early age.  

The teacher wishes ____________________________________________     

*/ 2009 national exam (session 1) Arts stream:  

2. Mounir dropped out of school at an early age.  

Mounir wishes _______________________________________________     

*/ 2009 national exam (session 1) All scientific streams:  

3. "I didn't take the test." Nadia said regretfully.  

"If only I _________________________________________ " Younes said.     

*/ 2009 national exam (session 2) All scientific streams:  

4. Brahim didn't attend last year's free computer classes.  

He wishes __________________________________________________     

*/ 2005 national exam (session 2) All scientific streams:  

5. "I didn't take the test." Nadia said regretfully.  

Nadia wished she _____________________________________________    
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Wish / If only 
 

*/ Rewrite these sentences as indicated. 
       
      01. "I won't be with you".  

If only _______________________________________________ 
 

      02. "I can't help".  

I wish  ________________________________________________ 
 

      03. "He didn't meet his favourite actress".  

He wished _______________________________________________  
 

      04. "His bride is taller than him".  

He wishes _______________________________________________  
 

      05. "Today is not Sunday".  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      06. "It is raining"  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      07. "She didn't tell me the truth".  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      08. "My daughter married him" The mother said regretfully.  

She wishes _______________________________________________  
 

      09. "They didn't leave early".  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      10. "I vexed her" he said sadly.  

He wished _______________________________________________  
 

      11. "She had an accident"  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      12. "She advised him to take those pills" (now he is seriously ill)  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      13. "They destroyed the monument"  

We wish _______________________________________________  
 

      14. "I can't stop now"  

If only _______________________________________________  
 

      15. "I must do the next quiz".  

I wish  _______________________________________________ 
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Choose the most appropriate answer: 
 
1)  I didn't do my homework; because of that the teacher punished me.  

 a. I wish the teacher hadn't punished me.  

 b. I wish I had done my homework. 

 
2)  Last night I drank a lot of coffee; consequently I didn't sleep well.  

 a. If only I hadn't drunk a lot of coffee.  

 b. If only I had slept well. 

 
3)  He is lazy; that's why his friends despise him.  

 a. He wishes he were not lazy.  

 b. He wishes his friends didn't despise him. 

 
4)  He had an accident because he was driving carelessly.  

 a. If only he hadn't had an accident.  

 b. If only he hadn't been driving carelessly. 

 
5)  The dog bit the boy because the latter threw stones at him.  

 a. If only the boy hadn't thrown stones at the dog.  

 b. If only the dog hadn't bitten the boy. 

 
6)  He was smoking like a chimney; as a result he died of lung cancer.  

 a. They wished he hadn't died of lung cancer.  

 b. They wished he hadn't been smoking like a chimney. 

 
7)  They slept early; that's why they didn't see the film.  

 a. If only they hadn't slept early.  

 b. If only they had seen the film. 

 
8)  He gets fatter and fatter because he can't stop eating junk food.  

 a. If only he didn't get fatter and fatter.  

 b. If only he could stop eating junk food. 

 
9)  We didn't invite her; so she didn't come.  

 a. I wish we had invited her.  

 b. I wish she had come. 

 
10)  I missed the first lecture as I arrived to the campus late.  

 a. I wish I hadn't arrived to the campus late.  

 b. I wish I hadn't missed the first lecture. 
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Examples 

1. "She doesn't speak English".  

I wish she spoke English.    

2. "She can't use the phone".  

If only she could use the phone    

3. "He didn't attend the meeting".  

He wished he had attended the meeting    

4. "That's true"  

If only that was not true    

5. "I am not a bird"  

I wish I were a bird.    

 
 

Practice 

*/ 2009 national exam (session 1) Human sciences stream:  

1. Saida left school at an early age.  

The teacher wishes Saida had not left school at an early age     

*/ 2009 national exam (session 1) Arts stream:  

2. Mounir dropped out of school at an early age.  

Mounir wishes he had not dropped out of school at an early age     

*/ 2009 national exam (session 1) All scientific streams:  

3. "I didn't take the test." Nadia said regretfully.  

"If only I had taken the test " Younes said.     

*/ 2009 national exam (session 2) All scientific streams:  

4. Brahim didn't attend last year's free computer classes.  

He wishes he had attened last year's free computer classes 

*/ 2005 national exam (session 2) All scientific streams:  

5. "I didn't take the test." Nadia said regretfully.  

Nadia wished she had taken the test    
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Wish / If only 
 

*/ Rewrite these sentences as indicated. 
       
      01. "I won't be with you".  

If only I would be with you. 
 

      02. "I can't help".  

I wish  I could help. 
 

      03. "He didn't meet his favourite actress".  

He wished he had met his favourite actress.  
 

      04. "His bride is taller than him".  

He wishes his bride were / was not taller than him.  
 

      05. "Today is not Sunday".  

If only today was / were Sunday. 
 

      06. "It is raining"  

If only it wasn’t raining.  
 

      07. "She didn't tell me the truth".  

If only she had told me the truth.  
 

      08. "My daughter married him" The mother said regretfully.  

She wishes her daughter hadn’t married him. 
 

      09. "They didn't leave early".  

If only they had left early.  
 

      10. "I vexed her" he said sadly.  

He wished he hadn’t vexed her.  
 

      11. "She had an accident"  

If only she hadn’t had an accident.  
 

      12. "She advised him to take those pills" (now he is seriously ill)  

If only she hadn’t advised him to take those pills.  
 

      13. "They destroyed the monument"  

We wish they hadn’t destroyed the monument.  
 

      14. "I can't stop now"  

If only she could stop now.  
 

      15. "I must do the next quiz".  

I wish  I hadn’t to do the next quiz. 
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Choose the most appropriate answer: 
 
 1)  I didn't do my homework; because of that the teacher punished me.  
 I wish the teacher hadn't punished me.  
 I wish I had done my homework.  
________________________________________ 
 
 2)  Last night I drank a lot of coffee; consequently I didn't sleep well.  
 If only I hadn't drunk a lot of coffee.  
 If only I had slept well. 
________________________________________ 
 
 3)  He is lazy; that's why his friends despise him.  
 He wishes he were not lazy.  
 He wishes his friends didn't despise him. 
________________________________________ 
 
 4)  He had an accident because he was driving carelessly.  
 If only he hadn't had an accident.  
 If only he hadn't been driving carelessly.  
________________________________________ 
 
 5)  The dog bit the boy because the latter threw stones at him.  
 If only the boy hadn't thrown stones at the dog.  
 If only the dog hadn't bitten the boy. 
________________________________________ 
 
 6)  He was smoking like a chimney; as a result he died of lung cancer.  
 They wished he hadn't died of lung cancer.  
 They wished he hadn't been smoking like a chimney.  
________________________________________ 
 
 7)  They slept early; that's why they didn't see the film.  
 If only they hadn't slept early.  
 If only they had seen the film. 
________________________________________ 
 
 8)  He gets fatter and fatter because he can't stop eating junk food.  
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 If only he didn't get fatter and fatter.  
 If only he could stop eating junk food.  
________________________________________ 
 
 9)  We didn't invite her; so she didn't come.  
 I wish we had invited her.  
 I wish she had come. 
________________________________________ 
 
 10)  I missed the first lecture as I arrived to the campus late.  
 I wish I hadn't arrived to the campus late.  
 I wish I hadn't missed the first lecture. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

"'If only'! Those must be the two saddest words in the world." 
Mercedes Lackey 

 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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